
One day of 3 refugees in Bavaria

On the way from Bavaria to Berlin (Oranienplatz), on 2 February 2013, the "asylum-
seekers" Mohammad Kalali, Omid Moradian and Houmer Hedayadzadeh were controlled 
and detained twice alongside with a female supporter: 
the first time in a train to Wiesau, from where they were taken  to the police station in 
Weiden being detained and discriminated for hours. Under pressure one of them had to 
sign a document totally unknown to him. A second time in Hof, where two of them were 
kept again in the local police station, they were  searched in an inhuman way, and had to 
submit to be taken pictures and fingerprints. Meanwhile outside the two others were 
mobbed by right-wing football fans, which again led to more conflicts with the police. After 
numerous hours of arrest and intimidation eventually the four people saw no other solution 
but  to cancel their entire trip and go back to their lager.

Following the report of the three refugees of what they have faced during that day:   

At noon on the second February 2013 we, Mohammad Kalali, Omid Moradian, Houmer 
Hedayatzadeh and a supporter, set off at 12:19 pm by train from Regensburg heading for 
the protest camp Berlin at Oranienplatz to continue planing the Munic Refugee Congress 
3rd of  in March. 

Although we were still within our assigned administrative district, the Oberpfalz,  we were 
checked in the train by Federal Police who picked us out  walking past the crowded seats. 
They decided to contact the police headquarters to get information about us. On the train 
they asked exactly where we live, where we were coming from and where we wanted to 
go. One posed demonstratively before us who were sitting. We replied that we are on the 
way to Wiesau (Oberpfalz). The two officers accompanied us to the city Wiesau and kept 
our papers during the remaining train trip.

The supporter, who traveled with us, also had to show her ID because she were in a "bad 
company" . Arriving around 13:45 h. in Wiesau, she got back her papers right on the 
platform - our papers the police kept in their hands and sometimes waved it around 
demonstratively.

After more phone calls, they decided to take us to the police office  of train station in 
Weiden.As we waited for the train to Weiden, they said to our friend: "We hereby inform 
you that you are coming with us completely voluntarily. You can go now. "

We tried to find out why we were still detained although we were in our District. They gave 
different specious reasons at all  times for the arrest, among other things: Today is 
Saturday and the relevant immigration authorities can not be reached, also there were 
proceedings against us and our addresses have been not been accessible for letters and 
therefore our residency was not  clarified and consequently there were wanted commands 
for all three detainees. Finally, they said to one of us: "We do not know why you should 
come with us, you should know better what you've done!" And "There is nothing to discuss, 
you simply have to follow us to the  police headquarters in Weiden!"

Examples of their treatment with us during the discussions: "In Germany there are rules, 
and if you do not want to follow the rules in Germany, then go somewhere else!" And 
"Speak German!". A cynicism considering the fact that asylum-seekers in Germany are 
supplied no German courses by the State.  Furthermore, the officers expressed things as:, 
"If you were discussing this way with the police in your country, you would have long ago 



received corporal punishment!" "Don´t raise your index finger!" Threateningly warned one 
officer: "Keep on smiling calmly like this!" These citations partial reminded of those of the 
NPD, with which we had been confronted on the protest march.

The train went back to Weiden at 14:19 clock. After we arrived at the police station at 
Weiden station, we had no explanation sitting in the waiting room and on the blown up 
bureaucratic actions of the police just about to steal our precious time. In between, a lot of 
questions were asked, then an official said, Mohammad´s card was invalid, it had been 
deleted from the system and therefore he  is on  "illegal" move in Germany. At 16:30 clock 
one of the officers demanded that Mohammad came into the office and should sign 
papers. Due to lack of translation of the information in the document he refused to sign, 
and although it was not possible to verbally clarify the meaning and consequences of 
these documents, they gave him only five minutes to contact an attorney or a lawyer, 
pressurizing him at the same time and threatened him to arrest him when not signing at 
the police station or even send him to prison. Since it was Saturday, the offices of the 
lawyers were closed and a contact was not possible, the police succeeded pressurizing 
Mohammad to put his signature under the document. Later we learned that the document 
was a Zustellungsbevollmächtigung on a state official in the court proceedings. Exact 
consequences of this signature we will check with lawyers.

Then the other two arrested were released without explanation. When asked for the 
names of these police officers to be able to later pursue the matter, they were told that the 
police were not required in Bavaria to wear their names on their uniforms or give their 
names on request.

After leaving the police station at 16:50 clock we wanted to continue our journey to Berlin 
and took the train to Hof at 17:20 clock. When we wanted to upgrade at 18:15 clock in 
court, Omid ran again into  passport control,carried out by plainclothes policemen.  Shortly 
after Mohammad was also involved in this control. Both were then transferred to the train 
station police station, while Houmer and the supporter waited outside the police station on 
her two friends.

Houmer: I waited in the station, in which a large number of policemen were traveling in 
uniform and in civilian clothes. For a time I stood in a bookstore, I went to a cafe where I 
sat at a table inside the entrance. At the time our friend came up with two cups of coffee. 
While we were busy with phone calls to Regensburg, Munich and Berlin, we noticed that 
all around us Rostock football fans sat down, making anti-Semitic jokes about the 
extermination camps and laughed in their slightly drunken state of mind. These disgusting 
conversations prompted our friend who understood the statements to a reaction. Given the 
stressful situation and the fact that our two friends were detained in the police station and 
there was a danger of my arrest, I asked her to leave the place with me. Due to the 
numerous cops in the main entrance, we took the back door and ran as fast as possible to 
the platform on which the next train was waiting back to Regensburg - half an hour before 
departure (as we had missed the last train to Berlin we were forced to take back a train to 
Regensburg and we decided to wait in the train on our friends to go back together after 
their release). During this time, however, the very football fans drunken and unable to 
speak clearly came on the train and directly towards us and started to argue because of 
the previous intervention. We were on our way dealing with our own coordination as well 
as contacts to other cities and the contact to our friends in the police station which ran risk 
missing this train due to the long stay. Therefore, we were so busy that we could not 
respond to their talk. The aggressive nature of football fans, however, led  our supporter, to 
tell them that we were busy and had exactly no interest in their Nazi chattering. One of 



them would not end, but eventually left the train because of our ignorance. At 19:30 pm we 
knew that our friends would not make it and we got off the train, but again met this football 
fan, accompanied by two police officers trying to denounce  the supporter for defamation 
("Nazi"). Despite the sexist attacks to which the supporter had been previously exposed by 
the football fans, and the evidence of the attitude of the football fans the officer demanded 
her response. To finally put an end to the stressful situation and not to provoke my arrest, 
she apologized to the football fan. The interesting thing was that after this event that 
football fans told us we could quietly get on the train, they would not attack us. This was in 
the presence of the police and had no consequences, except that they too went on the 
train. Then we decided to go into the city and on the 20-minute journey to the nearest cafe 
we saw a sprayed swastika on the walls.

Mohammad and Omid: After entering the police station and waiting until the procedure 
including the recording of personal identities was done, we had to completely undress, 
clothes and bags were searched, Omids fingerprints were taken and so on.

After 30 minutes they came back and  without notice asked for our cell phones and took 
them away. We could see through a small window how a policeman apparently angry 
switched off Omids mobile phone and repeatedly banged it against the table edge - a 
strange picture!

It took two hours, until a policeman came with a multipage document to Mohammad and 
demanded of him to sign this. Mohammad asked for a translation, and the ability to contact 
his lawyer. But the police threatened that he would have to stay there if he would not make 
the signature. He then got the "Persian version", but gave no indication of the true 
meaning and consequences of the German document, and then Mohammad refused to 
sign. Repeatedly the policemen took over from one another only to demand the same 
thing over and over from: "You have to sign!"

Now already 3 hours had passed, the officers took away Mohammad´s passport, because 
he had violated the obligation of residence, and presented him a copy of the then signed 
paper, he could pick up the original in the immigration authorities of his camp. Until now 
Mohammad does not know what was in the documents forced on him.

Omid received back his passport and we both were released. We were escorted to the 
platform and were forced to take the next train to Regensburg. There we met our friend 
and Houmer and drove back together.

This was a day of refugees in Bavaria.


